Thesis Development Sheet
Explore
Based on your pre-research, identify the issue on which you’d like to focus.

Refine 
Now you need to turn your topic ideas into an essential question and a thesis.

Essential Question Ideas:

Your thesis statement represents your own answer to your Essential Question.


Your Thesis Statement:

· Is an opinion , not a statement of fact

· Takes  a stand

· Is the main idea of your paper

· Can be supported by other sources

· Identifies the relationship between the pieces of evidence you use

· Makes a promise about what you will prove in your paper

· States the conclusion that you expect to reach about your topic (warning: this might change!)

· Answers your Essential Question

Thesis statement Ideas:
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Your Essential Question:


Has no right or wrong answer 


Asks what you want to know about your topic


Is open ended and cannot be answered with a "yes" or "no"


Leads us to ask other questions


Requires us to analyze information and make our own judgments, conclusions or decisions 


Deals with issues of great importance to us as human beings, citizens, and/or individuals 


Challenges us to make connections between what we learn in various subjects and larger world issues 











